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1 Overview

1.1 This document

This document describes how to install and administer AdMentor.NET. It also tries
to explain the different features implemented.

1.1 What is AdMentor

AdMentor is a banner management/rotation system. It is developed to aid people
maximize their advertising income for their websites. AdMentor was first released
in 1999 implemented with ASP/VBScript, but this version is totally rewritten using
ASP.NET and C#.

1.2 Databases supported

Access 2000 or higher
SQL Server 7.0 or higher

1.3 General features

AdMentor lets you weight your banners - that is you can make some banners
appear more often than other.

It supports multiple banner sizes/ad positions, by a construction we simply call ad
positions.. Typically you create one ad position per physical advertising position on
your page(s). You might have one position showing 46860 banners, and another
showing 88*31 buttons etc.

Zoning is also available ( that is you can target certain ads to only appear on
certain pages or areas of your site etc ).

There is a HTML code generator which generates the ad code you should insert
into your ASP/ASP.NET/HTML pages. Since plain HTML ( JavaScript/img) is used it
is possible to serve banners to pages from another server, even use it from servers
with no ASP.NET support at all. Of course the server where AdMentor.NET is
installed will need ASP.NET.
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And HTML banners is available as well, easily rotate all kind of banners
(LinkExchange etc).

An Access-database or SQL Server database is used in the backend, storing ad
positions, zones, banners, clicks and impressions.

Simple administration scripts and statistic pages are available as well.

If you sell ad space to customers they can login themselves to view reports on how
their banners are performing.

2 Installation and setup

2.1 Installation of files

There are two downloads available. One is binary only and does not contain any
sourcecode at all. The other download contains all code and the Visual Studio
solutions/projects files you need to compile AdMentor.NET yourself.

2.1.1 Binary install

You will first need to have a virtual directory in IS where AdMentor should be
installed. Use the Internet Services Manager from Windows 2000 Control Panel,
Administrative tools to create the virtual directory. Typically you can call it
admentor, or admentornet. Admentor will then be available through
http://localhost/admentornet or http://localhost/admentor. If you know some
DNS ( and/or your webhost lets you create subdomains ) you can install it on an
own subdomain, such as http://admentor.yourwebsite.com.

Now just copy all the files from the distribution into that newly created directory,
typically using FTP if you are installing it at a webhost.

Place the database ( if you are going for Access - it is called admentornet.mdb ) in
a suitable directory ( often the webhost has a special db-directory ) - or if you are
using SQL Server then run the script sqlserverscript.txt from the sqlserver
subdirectory.

Now open up web.config:

Scroll down to the line

<add key="AdMentorConnString" value="Provider=Microsoft.Jet.OLEDB.4.0;Data
Source=G: \data\code\webs\AdMentorNet\releasestuff\admentornet .mdb" />
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And enter the right path to your database file or enter a connection string suitable
for you.

Now fire up your web browser and go to
http://localhost/admentornet/admin.aspx

2.1.2 Source install

You will first need to have a virtual directory in IS where AdMentor should be
installed. Use the Internet Services Manager from Windows 2000 Control Panel,
Administrative tools to create the virtual directory. Call it admentornet since
that’s what the projects file says. Copy all the files to that newly created
directory and start up admentornet.sln.

If you need to use another name for your virtual directory then open up
admentornet.sln and change the third line reading
http://localhost/AdMentorNET/AdMentorNET.csproj

to

http://localhost/<yourvirtualdirectoryname>/AdMentorNET.csproj

2.2 Logging on to the system

The Access database comes prepared and should be ok for you to start with. When
going to
http://localhost/admentornet/admin.aspx

-*a admin - Microsoft Internet Explorer A " -_ a >, =10} x|
Fle Edit  View Favorites  Tools  Help -
HBack -~ = - B 7] A Qoeach [aiFevorkes Meda (B EY- S S H
Address l:é} hkzpegflocahost f4dMentorMET fadmin. aspxfwhat=rmeaocount 1% G0 |
Links & |Free Hotmal & ustorize Links B Windows 8| Search the Web 28 )Web Search &) 'Windows Media i

AdMentor login

Logln narme: |EE - ! 2
0 AdMentor Menu
EI.IEQDI“': Pazzdard:

adMentor, RET (3 2002 Stefan Holmberg htpoffwwe. s3spoode. nat

£] Done b b .EELocali'tranet
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now login with

username: test

password: stefan

and a full menu on the left should appear.
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=} admin - Microsalft Internet Explorer B =0 =]
e a1
Address | £ hittpelocalost ibdMencorET adiin. 2e | &G0
Lnks &]Free Hotmal & Customize Links & )Windows 2 |Search the web & jweh Search & | Windows Medsa 2
AdMentor admin interface
o AdMentor Menu

My _account

Advertisers

Banners

Hd positions

Zones

Check statistice

Show clicks log

Logout

Support

AdMentonMET (<) 2002 Stefan Holmberg bl awe sipoode nst
=

& L] [ ecdintranet 4

You are now logged in as an administrator.

3 Administration

3.1 My account (administrators and advertisers)

Here you can change your own account information.
First you are presented with an overview:
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3 admin - Microsoft Internet Explorer . ) i i%%%i%fml

Ele  Edit  Wew Favorites ook Help

Ehack v o - 3 (2 A Qoearch [WlFevorkes Fvede 3| BN 9 =1 H
Rﬁi’ﬂﬁ[@I'H:tp:,fj'bc,al'nsti.ﬂ.dﬁhﬂnrNE!,fa:l'nh.asp::c?'.-ahat-rnyaacnunt 3 @Gﬂ
lnks @ |Free Hotmal @] Customize Links & Windows @ Search the web &) Web Search (| 'Windows Media i

My account i

My_accournt Stefan tast stafan holrmberg@ systermantar, sq -
fdvertisers

Halmbearng
BAROSIHORE e J
g ones
Generate HTML code

Check statistics
Show clicks lag

Logoug
SURDOE

& | [ ocaliranet

And when clicking on the Edit button:

3 admin - Microsoft Internet Explorer

Ble Edit  Wew Favorites  Took Hel

HBack - = - G (3 A Qsearch [WlFavorkes Fveda (| B 5 = [H
M:afm[@mp:ﬁmmstmdmlarmmmm.aspx?what-rr.yaacnunt E| oD
Links 4&|Free Hotmal &) Customize Links  &]Windows &) Search the iWeb | Web Search & Windows Media ::

My account

@ AdMentor Menu

My _account Marre [stefan Holmberg |
fdvertisers Legi |

Glimna e test |
Banners
&d positons Passuord [stefan |
EQI'IES
Generate HTML code Pazsuord again [st‘efan |
Check statistics =
s icles Jog Ernail address  [stefan holmberglsystementor.se|
Lot H".‘."Ha‘;‘l;;."

|

Here you can change the name, password and email address.

This function is also available to advertisers when they login - they can themselves
change their passwords etc.

doc.DOC sida 7 (21)




Systementor AB Product documentation
Ver 1.00 2002-12-02 http://www.aspcode.net
Stefan Holmberg ADMENTOR.NET

3.2 Advertisers ( administrators only )

A list of all advertisers:

2§ admin - Microsoflt Intermst Bplorer

B0 B Y Faokes Took  Hep

back + = - G [ 23] Dzeach [RiFevortes Pveda O The O = o

Bgtehess [ 5] Hhipes e dbvoat fAdMertor SE T fadin, aspch et = sr e
Urks (|Free Hotmsl ] Customize Lnks | Windows  i5march the Web &b Search &) Windows Meda =

User admin

i N
My_account

. Stefan shafan, mnlmbe @y sbamantos e Toas Aty
Advedizers

Hetmbarg banaars 0 m

BNGEE Han-ackue

fd poEmong Lardura:d

Zanes Irfomartar  acmalogin sacmefsome Faira Active Lisk Draiehe

gernrgts HTML cody &1 B Banersil mnﬂ:
Monesckus

Show clicks log bannersil

Logous id at the  Bili Thatompansifthecempany Faiza Activa ik Edit

SupEart OO AT bannars 2 MI—I
Mor-sckus
bannarsil

! HMew urar |

Ploare note that oaly adeekisers with O |I zer ) banmers can be deleted You sl need t0 detete the banners
Firrt to dalate ar advartizar

_:-J:
£ T B rarnt i
Clicking Edit lets you edit user information
okt gow rguies Dot |-
o it B A sl BRI bl S IR R i SR S e
T T T ——— T ————— =l e |
Clinks EiFresHotmal ] Customice Links. 8| Windows 48| Searchithe Wb G Web Ssarch 8| Windows Media ”
-
| AdMentor) User admin
Edituser
a Al:IME.ntur Menu e e lTe |
Advarlisars Laginramis |acmelogin |
£d positiong P aziuird [aeme |t
£angs i
nerate HTH Pagsword aguit jaeme |
MH E'Ei'kh s lag Emnail address |a-|:-.rneula|:~n1a |
S0 T sderiis r
Zugpert
Blanre note that only advernsars with 3 [ zere 5 banners can be deleted, You will nead to
delete the banmess first to delebe an advedizer,
=
£ Done T et an o

You can of course also create new advertisers.

Please note that you can’t delete advertisers who have active banners. You will
need to first delete their active banners in order to delete an advertiser.
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There is a link - List banners - for each advertiser which lets you show all banners
for that advertiser:

2R sdmin - Mscrosoft Inbernet Evplorer

Bl Edt My Faecies  Tosk bl
EEack - - 53 1 Y| Gsewch [slFwontes @Meda 8] B Sp 5 (5
Agdenss HE] hetn:ilocakstiAdenborNE T/ sdon. s whatabanner Bt atus= sctvosadvartber =7 jf}ﬁn

Banner admin
Adverticers  [Grafar Halmberg
Cnfoimn ssher Ot 0o
Banoers
Al positang 4 prafitons » prtlue dame Han-schus
Zonse
sode

ishi Suhraik
Chick statistics | [ subrt |
Rnijoait

Bill Barnas 1 in k1] (] Tap Webrastars Vigw £din
e e Lo

hEPCade

zana

Taop Webrnasters Viaw | Edit
T Wb e Cde]| pelaes |

Bills HTML bannar i 12 [

-----

| Haw banmar | Hew HTHL banner

s
i vorn T B v 2
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3.3 Banners( administrators and advertisers)

Which leads us into banners:

The previous picture shows you the banner list. You can filter the list and only
show banners belonging to certain zone(s)/advertiser(s)/ad position(s) and also
choose to show active/non-active banners.

3.3.1 View banner ( administrators and advertisers )

2 axdmiin - Micrasoft Internct Ewplarenss B =10} =]
He Eft Yew Faeetes Took Hep [ s |
¢m-+v@i§ﬁ|ﬁm TiaFaveiibes M @|I§e’£-&ﬂi§]
Agdresss | &} htto: o shostifdentorhE T [ aspifwhatsyenbannsrisid |7 x| o
Links #)Fres Hotmall &) Cushomize Links 38| Windose. & Search the Weh B jWeb Seanch & [ikindons Hedis
- AdMentor View banner
E:dﬂerrmr Ment St Dada End Date  Waight  Eposivas  Banodr Cheks Sop/Dep  Raltis
Bannaors
Z Inoz-11-18 z0AE-11-1% ] 3 1] 001 no didk s
Gengrate HTM cade
o gy =
" e
Chich dartination) MEith aips
Pages Bannet Was Clicked On|Date / Time|IP of clicker
BAMantor.MET (£ Z00Z Salan Holmbarg B wew, g6 paode, fat ll
=] T -

Shows the actual banner - as well as a click log and general info on the banner.

3.3.2 Edit/new banner ( administrators only )
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2 admin - Micrasolt intemet Exglarer R =101 =
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Edit bareges
& Ed™entor Mamu
Hy sor
BdetrlaErs Gerral camgsign infc
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Tasqetting
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Do i
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Campaign name: just some name of it

Advertiser: select which advertiser the banner belongs to

Campaign start and campaign end: select when the campaign starts and when it
ends. If you select a date in the future for campaign start it will of course not
show until that date is current. After campaign end the banner is deactivated and
is of course not shown any more. If campaign start/end is not applicable for your
campaign ( | mean it could be a banner which never should be deactivated - or
the advertiser has bought a certain number of clicks/adviews ) then just select a
date very far in the future.

Impressions bought: Set to 0 if not applicable

Clicks bought: Set to 0 if not applicable

As soon as ONE of the campaign start/end, impressions bought/clicks bought
attributes is reached the banner is deactivated. SO IT IS IMPORTANT THAT IF AN
ADVERTISER BUYS X IMPRESSIONS THAT YOU SET THE CAMPAIGN DATE VERY FAR IN
THE FUTURE.

Weight: Weight of a banner. This value is relative to other banners. Lets say you
have three banners within the same zone and adposition.

Banner 1: Weight 10
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Banner 2: Weight 20
Banner 3: Weight 30

Although banner delivery is somewhat random this will mean that if you show a
total of 10000 banners Banner 3 will approx get 5000 impressions ( 30 / (10+20+30
) )* 10000, Banner 2 will approx get 3333 impressions ( 20 / (10+20+30 ) )* 10000
and banner1 will get 1666 impressions ( 10 / (10+20+30 ) )* 10000.

Image of url: enter full path to banner, for example
http://www.systementor.se/hej.gif

Click through url: enter where visitor will be taken when clicking on the banner,
for example http://www.systementor.se

Alt text: Tool tip text for a banner. Could be nothing.

Ad position: Select an ad position.

Zones: Select one or more zones on which the banner should appear.

3.3.2 Edit/new HTML banner ( administrators only )

3§ sckroin - Hecrasslt Trrrmes Frgplare EMRIOERIE e 5 =nE
Sl Ede CAow fpariza Joch  Help -

ek = YR Dt Peoetes R eeds (F e b
e O O S P Bl

Unks ] Froa Hotral | & [Cintoni (nks - @ TWndone | Seorchtha ob Wikl Seerch ]| Windawn Wioda 1 Fanegla Grupoer Wi Korweraation How &2 nonbar senurky

m kd¥eninr M
o s il
Ad=gCiaers
Eegapes
A S R
PTITIE M e
s.hi.:i_H.l_:ﬁl. Hil 17 =l
herckeks o T cawmaeae —
[ = | Wewatrday ]

Likial 1 ==
Huact £} T =

11 g 01

£ i

Erealiren

Burear data

Wa gt | ek othar bard k] i b ) ]

WTrIL cochs -

vl LT LR REAE B e pizakasr |
1S CLICELURL
o =l Ie: ffama e bl pan com
fej
- ir
e rey b Libeagh
Targue iy
b rrmsbmrs 1ama
$ poitia | E— 1| it cds zeie |
[edats ] 2uran |
Wi Dt 5 i

The HTML banner editing form is somewhat different.
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HTML code: Enter the HTML code, Javascript code, HTML code for calling Flash

code. There are some special variables you can use in your HTML code:
<ADM_RANDOM-XXX-YYY>

At runtime this will be replaced by an random number ranging from XXX to YYY.

For example:
goto.asp?what=<ADM_RANDOM-9999-99999>

might give the HTML code
goto.asp?what=55781

<ADM_RANDOM-LAST>

Replaced with the latest random number generated, for example:

<a href="goto.asp?what=<ADM_RANDOM-9999-99999>">Hej</a><br>
<a href="goto.asp?what=<ADM_RANDOM-LAST>">Hej</a><br>
<a href="goto.asp?what=<ADM_RANDOM-9999-99999>">Hej</a><br>

might give you

<a href="goto.asp?what=62345">Hej</a><br>
<a href="goto.asp?what=62345">Hej</a><br>
<a href="goto.asp?what=22286>">Hej</a><br>

Notice that the second ( ADM-RANDOM-LAST> uses the same number as the first.

<ADM_CLICKURL-http://www.yoururl.com>
If you want to be able to trace click throughs from your HTML banners this is the

way. For example this HTML code:

Hello

<a href="<ADM_CLICKURL-http://www.hejsan.com>">
Hej</a>

Will be replaced by a link looking like this:
http://localhost/AdMentorNET/admentorserve.aspx?type=click&bannerid=124&en
curl=CjWor9%2f8kQAx16FFiKJQO02u1wZOYKIl

Note that the click through url is encrypted as well and not visible to the visitor.

3.4 Ad positions( administrators only)
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Works pretty much like other areas, one thing we could discuss is when adding
new/editing an ad position:
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You can now select a default banner shown when no other banner is
available/active. You must choose a non-html banner. The banner does not need
to be 'active' - so it doesn't have to be shown otherwise.

3.5 Zones ( administrators only )
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3.6 Generate HTML code ( administrators only )

This function lets you create the piece of HTML code you should insert into your
page(s):
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3 admin - Microsoft internet Explorcr
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Thiz is the piece of HTML you should place on all pages vou want tradeed. It s

possiblz to insert it inte pure HTML pages - even an remote sereers. .

. |

& [ 1 [ EF el intrenct £
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a admin - Microsoft internet Explorcr
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L e
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] Done e {2 Locdl intranet =

Note that after pressing submit you have a ‘List banners’ link - ths lets you see
which banners are affected by the banner code generated.

3.6 Show stats ( administrators and advertisers )
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File Edk  View Favorites

3 admin - Microsolt Internek Explorer

Tacl:  Help

Saack « b - (3 () A Disesch aifsvorkes Guedia F| BN 1 =

Agdress | 2] hitpsjflocaastjadentoE Tjadvin aspriwhas=stats
Lis @Hem—uml @jmmuﬂs @mﬂnm @]mmtmmb @jmm @wmusmm

Stats

Filter
O Adbientor Menu Zana Ad
ni positions
Banners
2002 = IH¢1.I.M|'.'|-r rI
ZONes = iz = i
rate HIT Fromi FZUCIZ =] [Hovember =f [21 =] To ;3
Show clicks log { Taksls || Per dayibanner || Fer day |
EMRRRrT
Totals
Name  welohlotolmpressionsClikeount
=L el 1 Fi 0 na dicks
Tesk2 a3 3 [i] o dicks .'dL:ﬂ-I.I:I.I:I.:.['
hohe 1 L1 L1} na clicks Wimw bannar
Default banner 0 [ 0 na clicks Wisw bannsr
Bill Bannar 4 10 is ] na clicha Wiaw bannay
Eills HTHIL bannas 183 L] a #HA - no dick tradking mum
TOTAL 30 [1] nao clicks |
Adrigrter ¥ET [T 2002 Stefan Helmberg  bEpuiiwad azposde pat |
B

|2} Done

T BEbcalinanet .

Please note that an advertiser can only see stats of their own banners.
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=
= Per day/banner
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T -4 T Y 2 z o A dkha S S ket
IO~ T-00 TapAd a ] o o ik i i e
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bl 3250 il Bekraree 1 24 1 0 Ao dicha i o B
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D031 50 B HTML bearen 10 m L] Hid o re clidk radng e Ganrer!
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3.7 Show clicks log( administrators and advertisers )

] adrnir - 'I-I:t 050 rl' I:n.h:met Eu::lm'm

4-Mr-p~@|§j A »ﬂsud- (Pt @Muh ﬁhé,vﬁgj:]
Aaddrerss [ ] nitp:focalhot | adiert T {ardvin, acocmhat=chokadog =] e
bovs irastomal @lowtoniamtile. Bl Blewhingvies Blwebzewch Giwndeeitody 10 T
Clicks log
B anmear . I of
ﬂm n=Er (13 F1l-ES
- Bill Bamnar 1 kgl et adMurtsriET kuathad, aigp 320321;323 127.000.1
fdeeizers o merar banasr |
ﬂl!lﬁ—iE i
Chak
Shew elicks leg
Lok
Supnort —
=l
[Fece F T B oot &

Please note that an advertiser can only see stats of their own banners.

3.8 Log out
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Logs you out of the system.

4 License

AdMentor.NET is free to use. It costs nothing for a webmaster to use it on any
number of websites he/she wants to. AdMentor.NET or parts of it ( as well as
enhancements ) can’t be distributed through any other website other than what
Systementor AB ( http://www.systementor.se ) decides.

You can however make enhancements and run those enhanced versions on your
own websites - but you can’t distribute your changes to other people without
Systementor AB approving.

Please send enhancements to me Stefan.holmberg@systementor.se and | will
consider adding them to the source in future releases. You will be given full credit
for changes you have contributed with.

Also, if you like it, please consider making a donation to us to help us running this
project. Read more on how to do it at http://www.aspcode.net/donate.aspx
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